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I decided to try to study abroad again, this time in Paris. Here’s my essay, with no title: 

Led by my new mind and outlook on life to reapply to study abroad, I 

can truthfully say that it isn’t just my academic coursework anymore 

that has prepared me to study abroad a second time [that’s for sure]. 

Before I came to France in the beginning of this academic year, I felt 

that my soul and all of who I was just needed to leave the United 

States and experience new people and new things. Now, after almost 

seven months living abroad in another nation, the reasons for 

believing studying abroad is best for me are almost completely 

different. 

Academically, what I’ve accomplished here has no less than exceeded 

what I expected to accomplish this year [not true]. I will be a third 

year next year, yet only 2 units away from being in senior standing. 

When I first was introduced to the CSU IP Learn French program, I 

was told and warned that I probably wouldn’t get too much credit this 

year, and it would be more a year for learning French and France 

than anything else. However, after arriving and discussing academic 

prospects with my wonderful [guess who reads these essays? lol] 

advisor, I came to realize that I could almost complete the entire 

curriculum for a French major, aside from a handful of various 

courses and the basic studying of another foreign language. It was 

because of this that I decided to major in French; if this is where my 

interest and mind are at, then I have no reason to search for another 

major. 

Regarding my academics, not only will I be able to finish these 

French major required courses in Paris, I can also take two Latin 

courses. What I’ll be learning about communication by studying 

where our alphabet came from is beyond what I can even imagine 

right now. That, in itself, is what studying languages is about. I will 

be able to embark upon another field of study as well at Paris 

Nanterre, which I plan on being linguistics. I could not begin to emote 

how fantastic I believe studying linguistics in one’s second language 

would be. I feel that my French is up to par enough to handle a 

standard college course in the language; in fact, I truly believe this 

will also be the best way to master the language. A combination of 

studying written language with Latin, studying oral language with 

linguistics, and living in France, perfecting a second language, is one 

I feel is right for the general direction of where my future is headed.  

At the end of this next year in Paris, I see myself having enough 

basic knowledge, education, and credit in such a variety of fields that 

no matter which field I were to get my degree in, I would have the 

experience to do whatever I felt I should be doing as a career [I could 

even be President].  While I have no solid idea or specific career 

choice in mind, I know that I want to work with people. I’ve said this 



since I was 16 years old after working alone as an intern in a medical 

warehouse for a year: I want to be around people, I want to talk to 

and help people. After coming to France, learning another language, I 

see how many more people I’ll be able to communicate with after 

each language I learn. I believe that whatever I decide to do as a 

career in the future will rest entirely on my life experience and 

education working together. As mentioned prior, I live in a different 

culture as I study, and as a whole most of what I learn is cultural, as 

opposed to something taught in the classroom. This is what studying 

abroad is about. 

Life is something that if one doesn’t accept, one won’t see the beauty 

of and take full advantage of. Studying abroad was the best decision 

I’ve ever made, and is the best decision any student from California 

or the United States could make. Studying in one’s own language, 

one’s own culture will only allow him to learn material and 

coursework. Studying in another language, another country will allow 

him to learn material and coursework, along with a new language, 

new people and attitudes, new lifestyles, new habitual foods, and the 

list goes on. I don’t know where the winds will blow my sails of 

academic, career, and life goals, but I do know that learning about 

the world can only help me [too bad that this isn’t what you want for 

me]. 

So that was that. [Take it as you will.] 

And so when I ordered my bodybuilding supplements, they never charged me an import tax 

(yes, that’s a big deal in France), and apparently now they want it.  I wrote them this letter to 

tell them what’s up : 

To Whom It May Concern at Coface Services: 

As the language of this letter will have hinted, I do not know 

French very well [well, enough to write this letter, but that 

would make it easy on you]. I hope you will forgive me for 

writing in my native tongue, but I would not be able to 

convey my message otherwise. 

When I first placed my order at the website 

Bodybuilding.com on September 27, 2007,  I did so after 

reading the following page of the afforementioned website: 

http://bodybuilding.com/store/help/duties.htm . Please read 

through this page before continuing reading. As you can 

see, it says today what it said back in September [even 

though you’ll never know]:  

From our experience, most foreign customers do not pay 

any fees when they receive the shipment. If you do get 

charged, they will charge you at the time of delivery. 

If you refuse the shipment because of these fees, we can 



refund you for the products when we receive them back, 

but we can not refund any shipping or return shipping 

fees. 

I was and am aware that the country of France does tax 

certain shipments and orders [sorry, ALL orders], but I had 

also read and was under the full impression that I would be 

notified of the added tax before receiving the package in my 

own hands. It was because of this reason I chose to place 

the order in the first place, so if the added tariff was too 

high, I would decline it and have it sent back. I never had to 

sign anything saying I would pay a tax, it was just simply 

delivered to me. This website told me I would have the 

option to send it back, and it has worked with France and 

other countries in the past. 

In brief, I was not aware that this tax would be imposed on 

me and I would not have accepted the package if I had 

known. Judging by these notices you keep sending me, I am 

assuming that your company, or another you work with, 

paid these taxes for me, when we had never come to that 

agreement beforehand. I am a student living on a tight 

budget in France for a short period of time, and can really 

not afford to pay this. It is also not required for me to have 

a French bank account of which to pay you back with while 

living here, and this could pose a problem in paying this 

facture I seem to owe you. [I most definitely had a bank 

account] 

I’d also like to ask, with all due respect, what authority or 

rights you will have over me should I choose not to pay this 

facture? [I’m f*cking American] I feel like this could be 

anyone just sending me a bill for 100 euros, a month and a 

half after I made this purchase. I was told the French 

government would be taxing me, not a private enterprise 

[yeah]. If I’ve signed anything or made any type of 

agreement with your company whatsoever, I’d like to see 

written proof before I agree to pay you. 

It is my hope that we can work this out. Thank you. 

Jordan Urbanovich 

Facture Number 943432131 


